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Cloudy, Showers

Partly cloudy with scattered
showers. High 85; low 70.
(More wealher on Page 2A)

Price 10 Cents

Johnson Signs Bill to End Crisis

The Cage Where Convicts Died in Fire

(See pictures, Page 6A)

Eddie
Barker

I'M SITTING here thinking that in & number
of ways 1L is great to live in a eily this size

Sure, we talk about each other but we seldom
fight. We gossip over the fence but it is always

behind-the-back talk and we always smile and speak

when we meet on the street

And, really, we don't mean half the hard things
we say and we really conldn't care less about
some of the things we gossip ahoul, Maybe we're
just naturally nosey, like the folks in the big cities
try to make ont,

But to tell you the Lruth, we arén't any more
curious than the big city folks, We just know more
people, And because we have less {o interest us,

we talk aboul people instead of things

FOR INSTANCE, we keep a prolly close check
When someone is sick we
the matter but we will
can and we alwavs offer. “Let me
we say. We

on the hospital news.

ltke 1o know

do what we

sire what's
know if there's anything we can do,”
mean it, oo

We' know aboul our neighbors than city
folks, that's for sure. The reason being we're a
lot more [nferested.

We know that just last month they bought a
new lelevision sel and haven't even paid off the
old one. We know that they trade cars the same
way, but we can't say much because we're thinking
of doing the same thing. But we really need to
{rade, honest, because our car has 20,000 miles
and is a year old. We don't think they could afford
lo trade, that's true. but be sure and tell them
it's a pretty car if you see it. And I'm sure they'll
bring il over, never worry about that,

I'm afraid we will yell al your dog if he gels
in our flower bed or seratches up the grass seed,

WIE TALK about each other's children bul deep
down we love them all and know thal our own
are probably just as bud, We're nol even sure
it wasn't our oldest who broke the living room
lamp. and not the visitors’ kids at all, We think
our baby is preity smart even if everyone clse
is wondering il she is ever going lo start talking.
So what if our baby can't talk, we say. You ecan'l
understand a thing theirs says anyway.

In a town like this we know all the girls who
are going steady in our sections and we know
where they sit each night at the movies and where
they go to park afler the show. Of course, that's
your girl. Our girl doesn’t park, you know. She
comes right on home.

We know the boys who are bad, bul we laugh
and don’t consider it very bad, because we've al-
ways said that boys will be boys.

i B L

WE KEEP the back issues of the paper and
check on wedding dates if we need to in a few
months. We hear of the fights among politicians
and of the payofls bul we vole for the one who
comes and asks us in the most sincere manner.

Sometimes we gel fed up with it all and go
off but in a few weeks we are dying to come
back, be in our own home, among our own people.

Yes, like I said, we're lucky lo be living in
a lown this size but you're even luckier if you
know it.

(Pansacola Journal phote by BIII Tayler)

All Went Wild

“This Is It!
And Hell Broke

News-Journal Bureau

MILTON — "One of them yelled, ‘This is it!' and began

learing down light [fixtures.
“A guy went down fo

the end and started a

fire and

another one went to the other end and started a fire there."

So testified Joseph C. Lewis,
30, Monday at an inquest into
the flash fire at the state prison
camp at Berrydale Sunday
night that snuffed out the lives
of 37 of 51 convicts in less than
eight minutes,

“Three of them wanled fo
putl the building out of commis-
sion," Lewis told a coroner's
jury. He identilied the three as
Joseph Earl Waynder, Negro,
and Thomas Ard #nd Earl Hoff-
man, both while,

Lewis was one of eight survi-
vars who Monday linked the
three with starting the fire with
toilet paper and newspapers,
Thev also said the three
smashed flourescent lighting
fixtures.

Wayne Lambert, 20, who ar-
rived at the camp just six days
ago, named the same three as
starfing the disaster, He said
he had agreed fo help them,
but didn't.

Lambert said the principal
reason for the disturbance was
that a book had been taken
from Ard by one of the guards
earlier in the day,

Robert Lee Coleman, 32, said
the same three were instru-
mental in the ruckus and said
they wanted “to get Griffin or
Wainwright down here,” They
are two of the top officials

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 1A)
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Bombers Pound
Prime Targels
In North Viefnam

SAIGON (AP) American
bombers pounded key targets in
North Vietnam on Monday while
in the ground war in South Viet-
nam U.S. forees eneountered
only scaltered opposition as
they hunted Communist troops
from the demilitarized zone to
the swampy Mekong delta.

Carrier-based Navy fliers at-
tacked an oil depot 13 miles
northwest of Haiphong and pi-
lots reported two secondary ex-
plosions, with smoke rising 2,000
feet, In simullaneous raids, Air
Force bombers from Thailand
bases attacked the Kep rail
yard 38 miles northeast of Ha-
noi, with pilots claiming dam-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE IA)

Ex-Pensacola

Preacher Dies
In Car Crash

The Rev. Arrie D. (Shorty)
Morris, 66, former Pensacola
minister of East Gadsden Sireet
Pentecostal Chureh, was killed
Monday when his car skidded
on US. 98 two miles west of
the Okaloosa County line.

Highway Patrol Trooper Ste-
ven Bevis said Mrs. Morris was
treated and released at Fort
Walton Beach Hospital. Both had
been thrown from the car when
it flipped on the wel highway.

Mr. Morris, a lifelong Eseam-
bia resident who also had been
a barber, had moved to Lees-
burg a year ago. He and Mrs,

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2A)

Today’s Chuckle

Most husbands are like
eggs — hard-boiled out-
side, yellow inside, and
cracked on top.

Bans U.S. Rail Walkout

37 Died in 'Vendetta’

Three Convicits
Blamed in Fire

By BILL TAYLOR
Journal Staff Writer

MILTON — Prisoners who
survived a fire that took the
lives of 37 of 51 inmales at
Berrydale State Prison Camp
Sunday night testified al an in-
quest Monday that three pris-
oners plotted in advance to
*lear the place apart.” News-
paper and toilet paper were
used to start fires in either end
of the building.

Their testimony came while
the charred bodies of the vies
tims of the state’s worst prison
fire were undergoing autopsies
in an effort to establish identifi-
cation. They said the three died
in the fire.

A state inspection report dat-
ed June 6, 1967, had said the
wonden building and equipment
were in good shape.

The convicts testified that it
was approximately six minules
before a guard unlocked the
door after the fire started.
They said the plot was hatched
jointly by (wo white convicls
and a Negro.

Officials said previously the
building '‘was destroyed in eignt
minutes.

The inquest was held before
County Judge Mahlon McCall
in the county seat of Santa
Rosa County just 20 miles from
the community of Jay near
where the prison camp tragedy
oeccurred.

Joseph C. Lewis, 30, an in-
mate who said he saved him-
self by ducking under a bunk
and crawling o safety once the
prison’s exit was unlocked, les-
tified: *“I heard they were go-
ing to put the building out of
commission,”

Conviet Henry W, Lambert,
a cook at the camp, said, "I
saw somebody furn the televi-
sion off and then smash it
Then they were whacking at
the fluorescent lights making
them pop.”

Gary Allen Powell, 19, said,
“the ruckus started in the
back. Someone jumped on the

Junior College
Session Called

TALLAHASSEE (AP)
Gov. Claude Kirk, recom-
mending an additional $14.2
million, Monday called a spe-
cial three-day session on July
24 limited to junior college fi-
nancing,

The governor also recom-
mended a $25 raise in tuition
[ees,

Kirk said the legislature in
its regular session was unable
to properly fund the junior col-
lege program and the system
is in need of additional money.

“The [ailure of the legisla-
lure to appropriate additional
funds over the increase appro-
priated in the general appro-
priations bill for the next bien-
nivm was due to the many and
varied pressures on the individ-
ual members immediately be-
fore adjournment,” he said in
a gtatement.

On the final day of the 15
week session, Kirk vetoed an

[CONTINVED ON PAGE 1A)

bed and slarted beating the
lights oul, The guard lold us
to put out the fire. He said
he didn't have the key.”

The conviels were hrought
into eourt in their prison pants,
blue with a white stripe down
the side, and T-shirts charred
by ashes and smoke, Some of

+

JACKSONVILLE —

Kiss of Life

Lineman R. G.

the prisoners had no shirts and
one was bandaged.

Meanwhile, Gov, Claude Kirk
Monday ordered a full scale
investigation into the fire that
swepl through the wooden bar-
racks at the prison camp about
9:30 p.m., trapping all but 14

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 1A)

Champion, hanging

unconscious after contacling a 4,160 volt wire is revived by
a fellow worker, Jimmy Thompson who rushed up the pole

and administered

mouth-to-mouth

resuscitation, Alter being

lowered to the ground Champion was taken to a hospilal

suffering from burns on his

Trouble

hands and feet.
{Pensacola Journal-AP Wirephoto)

Simmers

UN. Is

Stymied

By Arabs, Israel

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y.
(AP) — The vanguard of a 33-
man U.N. observer feam look
up positions on both sides of the
Suez Canal Monday, but an Is-
raell-Egyptian quarrel over ls-
rael's intention fo put patrol
boats on the canal itself threal-
ened to torpedo the operation.

Israel contended it had the
right to patrol the waters of the
canal at any lime and al any
place, but Egypt warned (hat
any boats launched by Israel
would come under fire from ifs
armed forces.

Egyptian Ambassador Mo-
hamed Awad el Kony informed
Secretary-General U Thant by
letter that Israel had placed
nine hoats on the east shore of
the Bitter Lakes, in the canal
area and that if an attempt was
made to launch them, Egyptian
armed forces “‘will have no oth-
er choice than to open [ire”
upon them,

In that event, the letler add-

ed, Israel would have to assume
the responsibility for any dam-
age fo foreign shipping that
might ocecur.

In the diplomatic arena, U.N,
delegates were given a Thurs-
day deadline for working out
guidelines for an over-all Middle
East peace plan that could win
approval in the General Assem-
bly. Chances were considered
slim.

A gpokesman [or Secrelary-
General U Thant said the U.N.
ohserver mission became opera-
tional at noon Monday with four
observers stationed on each side
of the canal in the Suez sector,

He said a headquarters was
eslablished al Ismailia on the
Egyptian side and at El Qan
tara on the Israeli side. Three
more were expected al El Qan-
tara and two more at Ismailia
on Tuesday.

The Security Council agreed a
week ago to post observers, If

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 24)

Beaches Combed Closely

Mini-Mines Missing

News-Journal Bureau

FORT WALTON BEACH —
A search for 6,000 dangerous
explosive “mini-mines” dropped
from an Air Force aireraff in-
to Choctawhatchee Bay Satur-
day w ill continue Tuesday morn-
ing.

The devices, undergoing joint
Army-Air Force testing for use
in Vietnam, were dumped in
what the Alr Foree considered

an emergency salvo area in the
bhay.

“We're going to keep looking
until we find as many of the
tlevices as we think we possibly
can,” an Eglin Air Force Base
spokesman said Monday night.

Some beach areas on Choctaw-
halchee Bay were off limits,

Several hundred of the 6,000

(uarter-size devices have heen
found on beaches around Forl

Walton and Destin and the bay,
he said.

Air Force, Army, slale and
Okaloosa County search teams
combed the beaches.

The devices were deseribed
as dangerous Sunday after Don-
ald Spinelli, 24, of Fort Walton
Beach, received hand and eye
injuries after he tried to pull
one of the discs apart with his
hands.

The dises have plastic bub-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE A}

Courts Ready
To Take Action
Moving Trains

WASHINGTON  (UPI)~Con-
gress approved and President
Johnson signed Monday night an
order for railroad workers fto
relurn to work immediately,
ending the nation’s first general
rail strike since 1046,

Management said trains could
be rolling again  Tuesday
morning. Union officials protest.
ed a feature of the new law
calling for a compulsory settle-
ment of their eontract dispute
failing  voluntary  agreement
within 80 days, and there was
talk by one of a possible delay
in manning the frains.

But the Justice Department
was ready to seek a back-lo-
work court injunction at the
first sign of fool dragging. The

aw made it elear the sirikers
had no legal choice but to obey
promptly.

Johnson  signed the il
containing the formula he had
proposed 75 days ago for a final
solution to the dispute, about
the time he had predicted
earlier that the entire rail
system would be totally para-
Iyzed. He had appesled for swift
congressional action to cope
with *“a national crisis.”

The Senate passed the bill, 69
to 20, Three hours later, the
House swallowed ils earlier
objections and gave final
congressional approval, 244 fto
148.

The President’s formula, en-
dorsed as the [irst general rail
sttike in 21 years neared the
end of its second day, would
profiibit any strikes or walkouls
until Jan, 1, 1060, It would
impose a compulsory settlement
failing volunlary agreement by
the railroads and six shoperait
uniohs in the first 90 days.

It was the compulsory feature
of Johnson's plan that the
House rejected June 15 and
which opponents protested Mon-
day.

“Compulsory arbitration —
compulsory labor—is foreign to
our land,” declared Rep.
Harley 0. Staggers, D-W.Va,
chairman of the House Com-
merce Committee, “If we take
this road there is no turning
back."

He urged the House to reject

(CONTINUED ON PAGE AY

Strike Halfs
Trains Here

No trains arrived or departed
Pensacola Sunday or Monday.

A 5 p.m. Frisco freight, due
to pass through Pensacola en
rotite to Memphis, Tenn,, and
St. Louis, Mo,, didn't arrive,
aceording to Tom Norvell,
train master and general agent
here.

C. B. Mathews, assistant su-
perintendent for the Louisville
and Nashville lines here, said
no L & N. frains have moved
through' Pensacola since the
strike began al midnight Satur-
dav.

The L & N normally has two
freight trains passing through
Pensacola between Jack-
sonville and New Orleans dai-
Iy, one traveling each way be-
tween Pensacola and Mobile,
ane going each way between
Pensacola and Chattahoochee

ICONTINUED ON PAGE 2a)
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Adult Answer

When four-vear-old Martin
Green went fishing with his
father and got tangled in the
line he had an adult answar.

“How will you get out of
it?"" asked his father,

Martin pondered a moment,
then:

“Well, I'll just worry about
ity

—ARTHUR COBR




