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John T. Ford, Esq., George Small, Esq., the Faculty of the Balti-

more City College, M. A. Newell, State School Superintendent,

as well as those who were to take part in the proceedings. The

exercises began shortly after two o'clock with the performance of

the " Pilgrim's Chorus " of Verdi, by the Philharmonic Society,

who occupied raised seats in the rear of the hall, under the

direction of Professor llomington Fairlarab.

At the close of the music Prof. William Elliott, Jr., President

of the Baltimore City College, delivered tiic following address,

containing

THE HISTORY OF THE MOVEMENT

culminating in the exercises of the day

:

Ladibb and Gentlemen—I purpose, in discliargiug the duty assigned me
oil this occasion, to give a brief historical sketch of tlie movement wliich

cuhninates to-day in the dedication of a mouunicnt to the memory of the great

American poet, Edgar Allan Poe, tlie first and only memorial expression of

tlie kind ever given to an American on account of literary excellence.

This extraordinary and unique genius, born in Boston, Jaauaiy 20th, 1809,

during a brief sojourn of his parents in tliat place, died on the 7th of October,

1849, in this city, which is undoubtedly entitled to claim him as one of her

distinguished sous. Two days thereafter, on the 0th of October, his mortal

rumaius were interred in the cemetery attached to the Westminster Presby-

terian Church, adjoining the building in which we are now assembled.

In this connection, acting as a truthful chronicler, I deem it proper to state

some facts in relation to the circumstances of llio interment. The reliabilily

of the statement I shall now make is sudlcieully attested by tlic cvideucu of at

least three of the gentlemen present on that occasion—possibly the only three

who yet survive.

I have been informed that the day was, for the season, more than ordinarily

unpleasant, the weather being raw and cold; indeed, just such a day as it

would have been more comfortable to spend within than without doors.

The time of the interment was about four o'clock in the afternoon; the
attendance of persons at the grave, possibly a consequence of the state of the

weather, was limited to eight, certainly to not more than nine, persons, one
of tliese being a lady.

Of the number known to have been present were Hon. Z. Collins Lee, a
classmate of the deceased at the University of Virginia ; Henry Herring, Esq.,
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a connection of Mr. Poe; Rev. W. T. D. Cleinm, a relative of Mr. Poe'a wife;

our well-known fellow-citizen, Neilson Poe, Esq., a cousin of tlie poet;

Eilmund Smitli, Esq., and wife, tlie latter being a first cousin ol Poe, and at

this time liis nearest living relative in Ibis city, and possibly Dr. Snodgrass,

the editor of the Saturday Visitor, tbe paper in which tlie prize-stoiy written

by Poe first made its nppcnrance. The clergyman wbo officiated at the grave

was Rev. W. T. D. CIcmm, already mentioned, a member of tlie Baltimore

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who rend the impressive burial

service used by that denomination of Clirislians, after which all that was
mortal of Edgar Allan Poe was gently committed to its mother-earth.

Auother item which it may not be inappropriate to record in this historical

compend, I will now mention, namely, that George W. Speuce, who officiated

as sexton at the burial of Mr. Poe, is the snme person who, after the lapse of

twenty-six years, iias superintended the removal of his remains, and timse of

bis loving and beloved mother-in-law, Mrs. Clenim, and their reinterment in

the lot In which the monument now stands.

For a number of years after the burial of the poet, no steps seem to have

been talceu towards marking his grave, until at length a stone was pieparcd

for this purpose by order of Neilson Poe, Esq. Unfortunately, however, tliis

stone never served the purpose for which it wns designed. A train of cars

accidentally ran into the eslablisliment of Mr. Hugh Sisson, at which place tlio

stone was at the time, and so damaged it as to render it unfit to be used as

intended.

Another series of years intervened, but yet no movement to mark the grave.

True, numerous articles made their appearance at short intervals during that

time in different newspapers, but the autliors of those articles were mostly of

that class of persons who employ their energies in finding fault with otliers,

totally oblivious of the fact that they themselves no less deserved the censure

they so liberally mete out to others.

"Poe's neglected grave" was the stereotyped expression of these modern
Jeremiahs. Nor were they content to indulge in lamentations; not unfre-

quonlly our good city was soundly berated because of its alleged want of

appreciation of the memory of one whoso ashes, they Intimated, had he been

an Englislnnan, instead of filling an unmarked grave In an obscure cemetery,

would have had accorded to them a place in that grand old abbey which

England has appropriated as a mausoleum for her distinguished dead.

But the " neglected grave " was not always to remain such. At a regular

meeting of the Public School Teachers' Association, held in this hall, Octol)er 7,

1865, Mr. John Basil, Jr., Principal of No. 8 Grammar School, ofiered a

paper, of which the following is a copy:

"Whereas,\\, has been represented to certain members of the Association

that the mortal remains of Edgar Allan Poe are interred in the cemetery of


