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AfterPOE S death his body received the usual
care and attention. He was clothed with a
suit of black, a white cravat, and a collar

about his neck. It may be of interest to the
readers to know how this suit of black was
obtained. I therefore take pleasure in re

cording the facts and giving credit to whom
credit is due. A resident student at the hos

pital named George McCalpin, from Ala

bama, gave the pants ; Albert Grey, a stu

dent from Leesburg, Va,, gave the coat
;
the

writer a vest, neckcloth, etc. His coffin was
a plain one. To hide it from the gaze of

his numerous visitors and to avoid unpleas
ant criticism, my wife, with a few ladies in

the neighborhood assisting her, made a very
neat muslin covering for it. This was spread
over it and the body laid thereon. At night
its folds served as a covering for his person.
The coffin, as I have said, was a plain one,

simple in structure, void of cushion for his

head, and without lining, plated handles, or

plate for his name. The material of which
it w^as made was not what it appeared to be.

It represented walnut, but it was not
;
it was

simply a poplar coffin, stained to imitate

walnut. I was not able then, out of my
limited means, to furnish a better one. This
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I paid for out of my own purse, as you will

learn from the certificate of the undertaker
who made it.

U.vi/n.MoitK, December i

This is to certify that 1 made thecotiin for the body of KDGAK ALLAX
POK, and furnished the same by order of Dr. J. ,1. Moran, the resident

physician of the Washington Kniversity Hospital, on Broadway, Balti

more City, for which he paid me out of his own pocket. I was em
ployed as the undertaker for the institution during the time he had

charge of the same, which was upward of six years. 1 made it out of

poplar wood and stained it in imitation of walnut.

1 IJKDKKICK T. NKMtTII,
Witness: Undertaker.

WILLIAM .) AS. DEW.

My heart was in it. 1 furnished him the
best nursing- and attendance that the house
could afford, and paid the hackman s fare

who brought him ;
and up to this time I have

not received a dime for it. I may be excused
for being so specific in my statements. I do
so to place myself properly before the public.
It wras not a charity hospital ; my support
depended alone upon the receipts of the

house, and not one came forward to repre
sent POE or to look after his welfare. He
was sent there by some one unknown to

me, and as yet unknown. The patients or
their friends paid the usual charge in ad
vance. But there was no one at that day to

care for POE. He was friendless and penni
less. Nor did any one ever pay a single


